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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on February 15, 2008 has been entered. Claims 1-8 
and 11-22 are still pending in this application, with claim 1,13 and 20 being 
independent and claim 9 and 10 being cancel. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims1-8 and 11-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Honkasalo etal. (US Patent No. 6101176). 

Regarding claim 1, Honkasalo discloses a method of assigning code masks (See 
Fig.15A, 944) for wireless communication in a system that supports transmission in 
multiple frequency ranges, comprising: 

generating a code mask (long code generator 944 in fig. 15A generating a code mask) 
for coding transmissions over a traffic channel based on at least one frequency 
differentiator ( fig. 15A, 920, 934, channel bits is a frequency differentiator that used to 
form and verify a channel of a wireless communication, See col. 29 lines 66-67 and col. 
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30, linel ) indicative of a first frequency range that is one of the multiple supported 
frequency ranges (See col. 3, lines 55-60, analyze and select frequency range), at least 
one band class differentiator indicative of a band class (See paragraph 15, line 43 and 
paragraph 2, lines 33-41, wireless communication link formed for PCS band, Fig.15A, 
code symbol between 938 and 936 ) , and at least one traffic channel differentiator (Fig. 
15A, Walsh function 950, 930, 916, Walsh function is traffic channel differentiator) 
indicative of a traffic channel; 

and transmitting a message indicative of the generated code mask from a base station 
(Fig. 14, 702, outdoor base station) assigning the traffic channel to a mobile unit (See 
col. 26, lines 60-65, base station 702 assigning the traffic channel to mobile unit 706). 

Regarding claim 2, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
traffic channel differentiator comprises a Walsh code assigned to the traffic channel 
(Walsh function 950 in Fig. 15A, assign to traffic channel) 

Regarding claim 3, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
frequency differentiator comprises a channel number indicative of the first frequency 
range that is one of the multiple supported frequency ranges (fig. 15A, 920, 934, 
channel bits is a frequency differentiator that used to form and verify a channel of a 
wireless communication, See col. 29 lines 66-67 and col. 30, linel). 
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Regarding claim 4, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the 
band class differentiator comprises a band class number (See paragraph 15, line 43 
and paragraph 2, lines 33-41 , wireless communication link formed for PCS band, 
Fig.15A, code symbol between 938 and 936) . 

Regarding claim 5, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
generating the code mask comprises combining the frequency differentiator (Fig.15A, 
934), the band class differentiator (Fig.15A, code symbol), and the traffic channel 
differentiator (Fig.15A, 928) 

Regarding claim 6, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 5, wherein 
combining the frequency differentiator, the band class differentiator, and the traffic 
channel differentiator comprises concatenating the frequency differentiator (Fig.15A, 
934), the band class differentiator (Fig.15A, code symbol), and the traffic channel 
differentiator (Fig.15A, 928) in a desired order (Fig15A, frequency differentiator, band 
class differentiator and traffic channel differentiator linked together.) 

Regarding claim 7, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 6, wherein 
concatenating the frequency differentiator (Fig.15A, 934), the band class differentiator 
(Fig.15A, code symbol), and the traffic channel differentiator (Fig.15A, 928) comprises 
arranging one or more strings of bits in a discontinuous manner (Fig15A, frequency 
differentiator, band class differentiator and traffic channel differentiator arranging lines of 
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Regarding claim 8, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 5, wherein combining 
the frequency differentiator, the band class differentiator, and the traffic channel 
differentiator comprises at least one of multiplexing (Fig. 12, 532), encoding, 
permutating, and functionally manipulating at least a portion of at least one of the 
frequency differentiator (Fig.15A, 934), the band class differentiator (Fig.15A, code 
symbol), and the traffic channel differentiator (Fig12, frequency differentiator, in fig. 12 
multiplexing used to merge frequency differentiator, band class differentiator and traffic 
channel differentiator ) 

Regarding claim 11, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising delaying re-assignment of the traffic channel indicator until (See Fig.15A, 
920) substantially after a predetermined time (See col. 1 , lines 62-66). 

Regarding claim 12, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 1 1 , wherein 
delaying re-assignment of the traffic channel indicator until substantially after the 
predetermined time comprises delaying re-assignment of the traffic channel indicator 
until substantially after a guard timer expires (See col.1, lines 62-66). 

Regarding claim 13, Honkasalo discloses a method of assigning code masks 
(Fig. 15B, 970) for wireless communication in a system that supports inter-frequency 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,216 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2619 

handoffs between multiple frequency ranges (See col. 9, lines 56-60, handoff between 
channels), comprising: 

receiving an indication that an inter-frequency handoff from a first frequency range to a 
second frequency range (See col. 3, lines 55-57, first and second frequency range) is to 
be initiated for a mobile unit (See col. 9, lines 56-60, handoff between channels) that 
is assigned a first code mask (Fig.15A, 944) formed based on at least one frequency 
differentiator ( fig. 15A, 920, 934, channel bits is a frequency differentiator) indicative of 
the first frequency range; 

generating, in response to receiving the indication, a second code mask 
(Fig.15B, 970) for coding transmissions over a traffic channel based on at least one 
frequency differentiator (Fig. 15A, 934) indicative of the second frequency range ( fig. 
15A, 920, 934, channel bits is a frequency differentiator that used to form and verify a 
channel of a wireless communication, See col. 29 lines 66-67 and col. 30, linel ), at 
least one band class differentiator indicative of a band class (See paragraph 15, line 43 
and paragraph 2, lines 33-41 , wireless communication link formed for PCS band, 
Fig.15A, code symbol between 938 and 936 ), and at least one traffic channel 
differentiator indicative of a traffic channel (Fig. 15A, Walsh function 950, 930, 916, 
Walsh function is traffic channel differentiator); 

performing the inter-frequency handoff from the first frequency to the second frequency 
(See col. 9, lines 56-61); and transmitting the second code mask (See fig.15B, 970) to 
the mobile unit (Fig. 14, 706) . 
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Regarding claim 14, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 13, wherein 
transmitting the second code mask comprises transmitting the second code mask 
(Fig.15B, 970) substantially after performing the inter- frequency handoff from the first 
frequency range to the second frequency range (See col. 9, lines 56-60). 

Regarding claim 15, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 13, wherein 
transmitting the second code mask comprises transmitting the second code mask 
(Fig.15B, 970) during the inter-frequency handoff from the first frequency range to the 
second frequency range (See col. 9, lines 56-60). 

Regarding claim 16, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 13, wherein 
receiving the indication comprises receiving an indication transmitted from a mobile unit 
(Fig.14A, 720) to a base station (fig. 14, 704, mobile unit 720 transmits to base station 
704). 

Regarding claim 17, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 13, wherein the 
traffic channel differentiator comprises a Walsh code assigned to the traffic channel 
(Walsh function 950 in Fig. 15A, assign to traffic channel), the frequency differentiator 
comprises a channel number indicative of the second frequency range ( fig. 15A, 920, 
934, channel bits is a frequency differentiator that used to form and verify a channel of 
a wireless communication, See col. 29 lines 66-67 and col. 30, linel ), and the band 
class differentiator comprises a band class number(See paragraph 15, line 43 and 
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paragraph 2, lines 33-41 , wireless communication link formed for PCS band) . 

Regarding Claim18, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 13, wherein 
generating the second code mask (See Fig.15B, 970) comprises combining the 
frequency differentiator (Fig.15B, 954), the band class differentiator(See paragraph 15, 
line 43 and paragraph 2, lines 33-41 , wireless communication link formed for PCS band) 
, and the traffic channel differentiator (Fig. 15B, 982). 



Regarding Claim 19, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 13, further 
comprising assigning the traffic channel (See Fig.15A, 920) indicator to a new wireless 
communication link substantially after a predetermined time (See col. 1 , lines 62-66). 



Regarding Claim 20, Honkasalo discloses a method of wireless communication 
using code masks (See Fig. 15B, 970) in a system that supports transmission in 
multiple frequency ranges (see col. 3, lines 55-60), comprising: 
receiving a code mask for coding transmissions over a traffic channel based on at least 
one frequency differentiator indicative of a first frequency range ( fig. 15A, 920, 934, 
channel bits is a frequency differentiator that used to form and verify a channel of a 
wireless communication, See col. 29 lines 66-67 and col. 30, linel ) selected from the 
multiple supported frequency ranges, at least one band class differentiator indicative of 
a band class (See paragraph 15, line 43 and paragraph 2, lines 33-41, wireless 
communication link formed for PCS band, Fig.15A, code symbol between 938 and 936) 
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, and at least one traffic channel differentiator indicative of a traffic channel (Fig. 15B, 
Walsh function 982, Walsh function is traffic channel differentiator); and transmitting 
over the traffic channel using the received code mask (transmitting over traffic channel 
using code mask 970 in Fig. 15B). 

Regarding Claim 21, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 20, wherein 
receiving the code mask comprises receiving the code mask (See fig.15A, 944) 
substantially during or after an inter-frequency handoff (See col. 9, lines 56-60). 

Regarding Claim 22, Honkasalo discloses the method of claim 21 , wherein 
receiving the code mask comprises receiving a code mask (Fig.15B, 968) that is 
different than a previous code mask (Fig. 15A, 944) used substantially before or during 
the inter-frequency handoff (See col. 9, lines 56-60). 

Response to Amendment 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-22 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RAMTIN KANGARLOO whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3452. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Fri 8 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chirag Shah can be reached on (571) 272- 3144. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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May 21, 2008 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2619 



